The Candle Flame
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Midland
A liberal religious haven that cherishes the exploring mind and welcomes all souls

Phone (989) 631-1162

Pastoral Care
Contact
Mary Johnson
(989) 859-1490
“So, when a raging
fever burns,
We shift from side to
side by turns;
And 'tis a poor relief
we gain
To change the place,
but keep the pain.”
- Unitarian Hymnist
Isaac Watts

Look for us on
Facebook!
Office Hours:
To leave a message for the
Fellowship or staff, please
email uufom@uufom.org
Rev. Jeff’s Hours:
Mon. & Sat. by
appointment only.
Tues. & Thurs.
12:00-5:00 p.m.
Wed. 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
Sun. 8:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
DRE Hours:
Tues. & Thurs. 10:00
a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Mon., Fri., Sat. by appt.
To make an appointment, please email Rev.
Jeff directly at
uurevjeff@gmail.com

6220 Jefferson Avenue, Midland

www.uufom.org
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Sunday Morning Services at 10:30 AM
June 4 – Flower Communion
“Beauty and the Beholder”

Rev. Jeff Liebmann

The proverb tells us that beauty is in the eye of the beholder. One
presumes, therefore, that things which one person may consider
beautiful may actually bring pain to another. Does inherent beauty
exist and, if so, what is its opposite?
June 11
“Trust in the Trail”

Rev. Heather Collins

Rev. Collins is Director of the Clinical Pastoral Education Program at
Covenant Health Care. The journey of life brings each of us into a
variety of groups and communities we never could have imagined or
foreseen. If we are open to the world of possibilities brought to us
from these various people, and learn to “trust in the trail”, a phrase
that is frequently uttered on the Appalachian National Scenic Trail,
we might just surprise ourselves, and in wonderful ways at that.
June 18 – Father’s Day
“What Does Fatherhood Mean to You?”
Worship Ministry Team
What does fatherhood mean to you? Several members of the
congregation will relate their experiences of being, or having, a
father.
June 25
“Tipping the Scales”

Rev. Jeff Liebmann

The second principle of Unitarian Universalism calls on us to
promote justice, equity and compassion in human relations.
Societies throughout human history have taken differing
interpretations to the meaning of justice, in particular. How do we,
as Unitarian Universalists, seek balance between these seemingly
conflicting goals?

Pastoral Care
Pastoral Care Contact for May: Mary Johnson (989) 859-1490
Pastoral Care Ministry Team
New to our Fellowship? Just discovered you might need more help with an issue than you had
counted on? Our Pastoral Care Ministry Team is here for you. We can provide a meal, a ride,
some respite or a supportive ear and a cup of coffee. Don't be shy – we are a covenant family!

Pulpit Ponderings
Ten years ago, I could hardly have imagined that I would be packing
my belongings in preparation to move to South Carolina. I enrolled in
my first seminary classes in 2007; I was still a year away from leaving
my job at the University of Pittsburgh; and my first marriage had only
begun to end.
I didn’t really have a well-formulated notion of where I would eventually land once I achieved
fellowship in the Unitarian Universalist ministry. Parish ministry was my goal; but where and
with what type of congregation? For the first time in my life, such details were unimportant. I
wanted to be a parish minister. I wanted to make a difference. I wanted to be happy. Those
were the things that mattered.
And so here I am 10 years later. Two years of student ministry in Pittsburgh, a summer of
hospital chaplaincy, a one-year internship in New York, a year and a half contract ministry in
tiny Smithton, and six years in Midland. I have served congregations with memberships ranging
from 16 to 700; in places with populations ranging from 400 to millions; performing every
component of ministry.
Along the way, I met hundreds of amazing people with fascinating stories. I led 100’s of
worship services, married as many couples, and attended countless hours of meetings. All these
experiences happened because I pursued my goals wherever they led. I have ministered on
subways and buses, in armories and bars, on wooded paths and sidewalk benches. I never
knew the details of where I might be from one year to the next. But I always knew my goal and
did what it took to pursue it.
And so, I have one more move. I will take many memories of the past six years with me. I take
the wisdom gleaned from many lessons that I hope made me a better minister, and a better
person.
Where will I be five years from now? Who knows? I only know the goal I will continue pursuing.

- Rev Jeff

Small Group Ministries
Women’s Group

Thursday, June 1, 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.
We will meet for conversation, connections, and camaraderie. The
topics can range from the philosophical to everyday life and the
group is open to anyone who identifies as female. Location will be
at the Grand Traverse Pie Company on Saginaw Road in Midland.
Please see the Facebook event or contact Amber Kramer for more
information.

Men’s Group

Tuesday June 6, 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.
Join us for fellowship, conversation and fun (along with a slice of
pie) at the UUFoM Men’s Group Meetings. We meet the first
Tuesday of each month. Meetings are held at the Grand Traverse
Pie Company on Saginaw Road in Midland.

Three Jewels UU Sangha

Every Monday – 6:00 to 7:00 p.m.
Three Jewels Sangha meets at 6:00 PM for
meditation and discussion. Three Jewels Sangha is
an open group that welcomes all within reach of
the Tri-City area who are interested in gathering in community
with others practicing Buddhism or Buddhist meditation, or those
just exploring different meditation practices. For more information,
check the Sangha out on Facebook: Three Jewels Sangha of
Midland (UUFoM)
https://www.facebook.com/ThreeJewelsSanghaOfMidlanduufom

Ancient Shores Covenant of UU Pagans
Sunday, June 18, 12:15-2:00 PM

Ancient Shores is the UUFOM chapter of CUUPS.
The group explores pagan religions, historical
points of interest - both recent and ancient, and
engages in community rituals to celebrate the
natural cycle of the world that surrounds us. We
meet on the Third Sundays of each month after the service.
https://www.facebook.com/ancientshorescuups/

Ministry Teams
Facilities
Kitchen
Gisela Bailey
Aesthetics
Michaele Malecki
Member Services
Member Engagement
Sara Clavez
Welcoming & Outreach
open
Pastoral Care - Gisela Bailey,
Mary Johnson, Co-Chairs
Media
open
Lifespan Learning
Adult Enrichment
open
Children’s Religious Education
Kurt Sonoras
Youth & Young Adults
Zollie Davis-Huntley
Living Our Values
Homelessness – Judith Hill
Climate Change – Jim Crissman
LGBT - open
Racial Justice - open
Worship
Worship
Judith Hill
Music
Kevin King
Choir
Andrew Schulz
Audio Visual
R.G. Converse
Governance Committees
Building and Grounds
Tim Wagner
Endowment
Tom Bailey, Jim Falender,
Co-Chairs
Financial Affairs
Stewardship
Judy Donahue
Finance
Tom Bailey
Nominating
Jon Cleland-Host, Kathy French,
Andy Salogar
Committee on Ministry
Maxine Guettler, Donna King,
Michaele Malecki, Marsha
McDonald, Dan Sealey

Sacred Grove Pagan Article
While our president and much of the Republican-led
government denies the reality of climate change, the warmer
ocean waters are rapidly destabilizing the Antarctic ice shelves.
By definition, these ice shelves float on water, so when one
calves an iceberg, it does not immediately cause the sea level
to rise. However, these ice shelves hold back large amounts of
land ice. When that ice slides into the sea, sea levels rise.
Eventually, coastal cities drown, and a good chunk of places
like Florida become open ocean.
Why are we Pagans and others talking about this now?
Because the warming ocean has caused a crack to form in the
Larsen C shelf, and soon it will break off a chunk of ice larger
than Delaware. Scientists expect this to destabilize Larsen C,
leading to its complete collapse. Larsen C is much bigger than
Larsen A and Larsen B, which collapsed in 1995 and 2002 (and no longer exist). After their
disintegration, the land ice rushed into the sea as expected. Though the collapse of Larsen C, by
itself, will only raise sea levels by ~1 cm, it shows that the wider collapse is continuing. Can you
believe we are seeing this happen while our elected officials do all they can do to accelerate
climate change, dooming millions of real people to high water? Watch the news, this giant
section of Larsen C could break off any month now.
Blessed be
Jon Cleland Host

Lifespan Learning

From the desk of the I-DRE: Heather Cleland-Host
Office Hours: Noon – 3 PM Tuesdays, Thursdays
By Appointment Weekday mornings, Sundays
Religious education is a journey that begins in childhood, but never ends. We all have
something to offer each other from the youngest to the most wise. We have just completed a
year on the Seven Principles, and next year, we will be taking a journey with the Six Sources of
Unitarian Universalism. The Children’s program year will be the Making Meaning year of the
program and will visit each of the Six Sources – one per month, with December dedicated to all
Six and Unitarian Universalism in general. Keep your eyes open for more news about this from
the RE Team!

Youth & Multi-Age RE in June

June 4 Flower Communion – Intergenerational Service: Congregants of all ages are invited to
join this service with Rev. Jeff. We will have a fun Time for all Ages and quiet activities for
children during the service. Additionally, extended nursery care will be available for our
youngest congregants through kindergarten. (MULTI-GEN)
June 11 All of the Seven Principles – The Elementary School classes (Glow Worms and Fire
Flies) will be sharing a combined lesson: The Flaming Chalice Universe extension. (YOUTH)
June 18 Summer Programming Begins – On June 18, the RE Program moves to the
COOLEST place to be in the Fellowship: Lower Level RE Wing. Extended Nursery care (through
Kindergarten age) will be located downstairs in the Viola Liuzzo Room (the downstairs room with
lion and giraffe mural). Older children will be in the Blackwell Room (downstairs room where
GlowWorms meets). Summer RE is an informal multi-age volunteer program. Typically, two
adult volunteers lead activities inside using our Summer Activity Box or play on the playground.
Occasionally, a volunteer teacher leads an improv class, or builds airplanes, or dances. The
classes vary with the teacher’s passion. It is a great opportunity to explore fun themes with our
young people! Contact our I-DRE: Heather Cleland-Host. (YOUTH – VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY)
June 22-25 UUA General Assembly! (New Orleans)
June 24 Dhammasala Forest Monastery Field Trip (Perry, MI)
Contact: Heather Cleland-Host if you are interested in either going to the MORNING: Open
house and shared meal with the monks; or in the EVENING: Dhamma talk and Sangha
meditation. See announcement for more details (MULTI-GEN)

Dhammasala Forest Monastery
Saturday June 24 (Perry, MI)

Option 1: 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. – All Day Long!
Option 2: Open House only (morning): 9:00 a.m. to 2:15 p.m.
• Leave Fellowship: 9:00 a.m.
• 10:15 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at Monastery
• Back at the Fellowship: 2:15 p.m.
Option 3: Dhamma class/meditation: 3:30 to 9:30
p.m.
• Leave Fellowship: 3:30 p.m.
• Dhamma class: 5:30 p.m.
• Meditation: 7:00 p.m.
• Back at the Fellowship: 9:30 p.m. (possibly
earlier)
The Dhammasala Forest Monastery is located in Perry,
MI, about 1 hour and 15 minutes from Midland. We
are trying to put together one to three carloads of
folks interested in going down to the monastery.
In the words of the Monastery, “Dhammasala Forest Monastery is a meditation monastery in the
lineage of the Thai Forest Tradition. Founded in 2000 by Ajahn Khemasanto, he remains the
Abbot and teacher since that time. The monastery grounds consist of 28 acres of mostly forest
with walking paths and meditation shelters. Our purpose is to give monks the opportunity to

practice in line with the Dhamma (doctrine) and Vinaya (training rules) taught by the Buddha
over 2,500 years ago. Laymen, laywomen, and visitors are also welcome at the Monastery to
learn and practice in line with the Buddha's teachings.”
How many options we will be able to offer will depend on interest, so email or phone Heather
Cleland-Host, as soon as you know you might be interested!!
A few logistics if you are considering this field trip:
1. There are opportunities for ANYONE who wants to come: The OPEN HOUSE is for all ages,
or as the Abbot described: adults, children, dogs… The Evening classes are for 12 and
older (younger if well-behaved).
2. Meals: we will be working out food arrangements as we get closer to the date. Lunch will
be a potluck with the monks. We would plan to bring some food items to share for the
potluck. The monks also accept food donations. Dinner will probably be picnic style or en
route around 4:30 to 5:00 p.m. before the class.
3. Final Planning: we will meet after the service on Sunday, June 18 to cover details AND to
discuss expectations at the monastery – dress, practices, etc.

Upcoming Events
UUA General Assembly
June 21 to 25, New Orleans

The General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist
Association will take place in late June in New Orleans.
This year, several very important issues will be
discussed, including the election of the new UUA
President.

Other Announcements
Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship of Midland
6220 Jefferson Avenue
Midland MI 48640-2934
Board of Directors
President
Speed Malecki
(989) 835-1915
President-Elect
Sara Clavez
(989) 687-7003
Treasurer
TBD
Secretary
John Kinkema
(989) 415-9451
Member-at-Large
Charlie Enright
(989) 600-9696
Member-at-Large
Jill Haver-Crissman
(989) 297-8594
Staff
Minister
Rev. Jeff Liebmann
uurevjeff@gmail.com
(412) 760-6588
Choir Director
Andrew Schulz
saschulz@hotmail.com
Interim Director,
Religious Education
Heather Cleland-Host
hch.solstice@yahoo.com
Accompanist
Sarah Nuss-Warren

The Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship of Midland
welcomes, affirms,
promotes, and celebrates
the full participation of all
persons in all of its
activities without regard
to age, gender, sexual
orientation, race, or any
other such category of
exclusion.

Library
We have a wonderful library downstairs in the Religious
Education wing where you will find hundreds of books on all
manners of topics. We have special collections on
Buddhism, Paganism, Addiction Recovery, Unitarian
Universalism, and the considerable collection from the local
Occupy the Tri movement. Feel free to browse and borrow
books.
Newsletter
Do you want to get something in an upcoming Fellowship
newsletter? Please email submissions to uufom@uufom.org
by the third Sunday of the prior month or the 20th,
whichever is later. This allows us to get all the material
together and get the newsletter out sooner. Also, please
submit text without formatting, which makes the task of
editing much easier.
Membership
If you are interested in becoming a member of the
Fellowship…fantastic! Talk to Rev. Jeff and he can walk you
through the details.
Food Collection
On the first and third Sundays of the month, we collect food
to contribute to the SAMS food bank. There will be a table
set up in the foyer with baskets to place food.
Recommended Donations for the Food Pantry
Tuna
Canned chicken
Women’s hygiene items (tampons, sanitary pads)
Dish Soap
Canned Beans
Laundry Soap
Shampoo
Split peas/Lentils (include some recipes?)
Soup base (watch the sodium) Deodorant
Evaporated milk (no condensed)Liquid body soap
Fortified cereals
Ziplock bags
Oatmeal
Gallon of vinegar
Canned soups
Depends undergarments
Peanut butter
Brown rice
New underwear (both genders, all sizes)
White Northern Beans
Pastas-gluten free
Canned tomatoes
Pasta sauce
Crackers (grainy if possible)
Jiffy Corn muffin mix

